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Executive Summary

The mission of the Friendswood Downtown Economic Development 
Corporation, FDEDC, is to communicate and engage with Friendswood 
citizens, make well planned and strategic recommendations to City 
Council regarding improvements to the Downtown District, and exercise 

voters approved a one-eighth (1/8) of one cent Type B sales tax  to 

limited to streets, targeted infrastructure, paved sidewalks, pedestrian 
amenities including lighting, benches, signage, and other related public 
improvements, and the maintenance and operations expenses for any 

Downtown District Improvement Plan in order to identify and prioritize 
projects that will promote economic development, attract businesses 
and patrons, provide more retail and entertainment options in town, 
foster community, and create a vibrant, distinct downtown district that 

founded by Quaker missionary farmers, buildings other than the church, 
the home and the school were not developed early in Friendswood’s 

within the District, are possible because of the amount of vacant or 

will patronize downtown, strong civic organizations supporting its 

of goals and objectives, site analysis, research and review of ordinances 
affecting the Downtown District, and a thorough public process 

opportunities throughout the district; projects are improvements within 
the public realm and District boundaries that the FDEDC can fund, 

while opportunities are improvements that would have to be made 

a general order of priority, they may be implemented in any order or 

The FDEDC is hoping to use the sales tax monies they collect as 
matching funds for grants and other funding mechanisms in order to 

FDEDC has begun a program of burying overhead utility lines on the 

this Downtown Improvement Plan includes branding concepts to be 

There is a strong sense of community and family in Friendswood, and 
community events such as festivals and parades are currently its unifying 

Church and Cemetery and the library as the heart of the District and 

of the interactions that Friendswoodians experience when shopping or 

to create a walkable, charming streetscape that will unify the district, 
inspire appropriate development and foster opportunities for more such 
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS
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Downtown District Goals

-Foster community by providing opportunities for residents to interact 

-Reduce necessity of traveling out of town for entertainment and retail 

 
-Provide opportunities for families with young children, teenagers, young 
adults, empty-nesters and senior citizens that can be accessed without 

 
-Enhance Friendswood’s identity, appearance, and appeal to potential 

 

 

 
-Create a memorable downtown district identity that is expressed in all 

Downtown District Objectives
(How we will achieve our goals)

 

 

 

 
- Attract mixed-use development to increase property and sales tax 
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Survey

Through email blasts and posts on the City’s website, the community 
was invited to participate in a 10-question survey that addressed 

survey was a means to broadly engage the community and give 

information on how respondents experienced the District, why they went 
there, how often they visited and how they got there, how they would 
like to get there, how they described Friendswood and what makes it 
unique, and what sorts of amenities and improvements they would like 

The results clearly indicate that the respondents value the small town 

Improving walkability, increasing dining options, preserving and adding 
trees, and attracting more shops and small businesses were their top 

Residents feel strongly about a small town feel, small shops and small 

chains and enjoy warm, personal interactions when conducting business 

DISAGREE NEUTRAL AGREE



as opposed to driving a car within an 

20%
Never

24%
Rarely

24%
Frequently

32%
Occasionally

2%

5%
5%
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last week 
81%

weeks

weeks

Other 
(daily/yesterday/never)

Past 
year
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Property owner in the Downtown District

Other

Business owner in the Downtown District

Live outside of the City of Friendswood

Live in the Downtown District

Commute through the Downtown District

Live nearby (outside the Downtown District
boundaries)

the Downtown District

Use shops/restaurants in the Downtown District
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Offerings and Ammenities

More walkable development and destinations
Better pedestrian accommodations
Better pedestrian crossings

Security lighting

Underground utility lines 
to replace overhead lines
Protected bike lanes

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700

Parking to go elsewhere outside the District

Bicycling

Visiting museums, landmarks, and educational…

Other

Participating in recreational opportunities

Attending concerts, festivals, community events,…

Attending services, practices, meetings at religious…

Patronizing service oriented businesses

Shopping at retail establishments

Least important Least important

Overall Improvements

Dining options
Retail choices
Concerts, festivals, community events, and entertainment
Public open spaces
Recreational opportunities
Pedestrian oriented streets
Service oriented businesses

Safe bike routes
Parking
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Stakeholders are people who have a particular interest in the 

to identify groups and individuals to be invited to contribute to the 

The consultant team had to emphasize that the Downtown District 

City Senior Staff, Keep Friendswood Beautiful, Planning and Zoning 

Society, Friendswood Friends Church,  Friendswood Fine Arts, Art in the 

Friendswood Association, Rotary Club, Reach Church, First Baptist 

Stakeholder Input

City Staff:  City staff members met with the team of landscape 

Interest Groups:  Discussion of who programmed events, shared 
parking, shared food service facilities, bike safety, medians, lack 
of district identity, pride in community history and values, desire to 
maintain warmth and character of the community – small town 

Businesses: Business and property owners within the District engaged 
in a thoughtful discussion of its positive and negative aspects, 
concluding that consistency in appearance and branding is key to 

High Schools: 36 Students from Friendswood HS, Clear Brook HS, Clear 
Springs HS, participated in workshops to convey how they see the 

noted they would like to see more activities (movies), more food 

Today Tomorrow
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were advertised by Facebook newspaper  email, website, and through 

engineers presented summaries of the survey and stakeholder meetings 

of places survey respondents liked, along with images of Tomball and 
Rosenburg, Texas, two similar towns with downtown districts bisected by 

The landscape architects, urban designers and planners presented 

Downtown District in the second meeting, along with precedent images 

Again, citizens examined exhibits and gave feedback to the consultants 

The landscape architects, urban designers and planners presented 

improvements for the Downtown District again in the third meeting, 

the team’s graphic designers presented branding concepts for the 
Downtown District, including a logo, banners, entry features, intersection 

participants joined the consultant team to examine the exhibits more 

The response was very enthusiastic, and it was determined that the 
consultant team should move forward with documenting the Downtown 
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RESEARCH
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Land Uses

Friendswood Activity Center, the First Baptist Church and the Friendswood Independent School 

Legend

Civic/Community

Park

Commercial

Residential

Church

Light Industrial

Open Space

Flood Plain
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Retail/ Food Service

Retail and food service establishments currently are distributed along 

places and options for casual food service experiences between 

Creating an urban streetscape the is attractive to more retail and dining 
establishments will both encourage development and generate more 

The additional dollars spent in the District will build the sales tax revenue 

Legend

Retail

Food Service
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Destinations/ Points of Interest

Perry Home, Friends Church and Cemetery and the Junior High School 

Creating more destinations and small moments of surprise within the 



Overhead Utilities 

utility lines, creating visual clutter and limiting the ability to plant street 

electrical power lines on the north side of the street will be prohibitively 
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Street trees 

especially the historic Live Oaks, needed to be preserved and added to 

Friendswood’s City Ordinance requires every property to plant a Class 

  

and Zoning Commission may consider allowing Class I trees (where 

of large trees under them, if there is room to plant Live Oaks within the 

planting of American Hollies would create a pleasant rhythm and 
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Friendswood Streetscape Design Guidelines

Friendswood’s Code of Ordinances, Appendix C – Zoning, Section 8 –
Supplementary District Regulations, states that every property fronting 
Friendswood Drive within the Downtown District must include a 15’ 

Properties within the district but along the side streets require a 10’ 

Inconsistent implementation of the required improvements has resulted 

Library

Friendswood Drive at Library

Existing

Future
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Friendswood Streetscape Design Guidelines

Parkway

Parkway

Right-of-way
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Lighting Assessment

Ideally, roadway lighting would be between 3000K - 4000K so that the 

blue wavelengths of the visible light spectrum cause our bodies suppress 

concerning the poor effect that excessive blue wave lengths have on 

Ideally, pedestrian lighting would be between 2700K – 3500K so that the 

rendering (CRI) becomes more important too as it contributes to colors 

their products looking better, as will the pedestrians because perception 
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Friendswood Downtown District Improvement Plan provides existing conditions for driving, walking, and biking, as well as project recommendations 

The following pages provide the mobility characteristics of the District including an evaluation of corridor and intersection operations, average daily 
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Corridor Operations

intersections with black powder coated mast arms would contribute to a more cohesive look and 

Legend

Connected Street Grid

Signalized Intersection

24-hour Average Daily 

(TxDOT - 2017)

Source: TxDOT Urban Saturation Counts, 2016
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Speed Limit

the District boundaries north and south along Friendswood Drive, 

provide better signage and warning of a speed limit change as well 
as opportunities to designate the gateway of entering downtown 

expressed the need for both speed limit enforcement and red light 

Travel Time Runs

the corridor from one end of the Downtown District to the other at an 
average speed of 30 to 35 mph, the signal timing coordinated well 

there was delay at the intersection and vehicles were required to wait 
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Vehicular Crashes

Crashes within the study area from 2010 to 2017 were collected from the TxDOT CRIS database 

million vehicles miles) as well as higher than the average for a 4-lane urban divided roadways 

Legend

Bicycle Crash Location

Pedestrian crash Location

Downtown District Boundary

County Line 

Crash Density

Less 
Crashes Crashes

Source: TxDOT CRIS Database, 2010-2017



variables to consider including the number of parcels within each block and how people access the 

Legend

Surface Parking Lot

5 ft

Source: Team Analysis



30

Parking

created to illustrate the existing surface lots within the Downtown District to identify any shortages 

There are also opportunities for the City to perform a parking study to identify areas where shared 
parking would help daily use as well as provide formalized coordination for satellite parking with 

Legend

Building Footprint

Surface Parking Lot

Source: Team Analysis
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consistent, and connected sidewalks allow people to walk to and between downtown 

no sidewalks exist, as well as sidewalks that are narrow, uncomfortable, and often unsafe to walk 

Photos of the existing pedestrian conditions downtown can be seen on the following page 
illustrating the variety of existing sidewalks, poor curb ramps, and other pedestrian hazards that 

recently been improved under the Downtown District’s design guidelines and requirements to 

Legend

Poor or Narrow Condition (14,575’)

No Sidewalk Present (18,862’)

Source: Team Analysis

Existing Sidewalks and Lengths
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Sidewalk Conditions and Pedestrian Ramps

Curb ramps and crosswalks are also important for accessibility and walkability, especially as it 

intersections are not ADA accessible with either no ramp, or a ramp that is inadequate or has 

the overall sidewalk network must also include curb ramps, access across driveways, and safe 

Redesign of the signalized intersections would include ADA compliant ramps, wide well-marked 
crosswalks, pedestrian crossing priority, and clearly marked stop bars for cars to stop in advance 

 

A B C

D E F

A - Narrow sidewalk adjacent roadway

B - Poor driveway acting as sidewalk

C - Poor curb ramp, non-ADA

D - No connecting sidewalk; poor ramp

E - Poor driveway, narrow sidewalk 

F - Downtown standard brick pavers
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Bicycle  Circulation

Through stakeholder engagement, public survey, and public meetings, people want to bike to the 

Through the Houston-Galveston Area Council’s regional bikeway viewer map, there are two lines 

few potential corridors where signed bike routes could be considered in partnership with the City and 

along Coward’s Creek could also provide an off-street shared use path connecting Old City Park, 

to providing opportunities for bicyclists to get to Downtown from outlying areas, businesses within the 

Legend

Existing Trail

Existing Bike Lane

Proposed Bike Route within Downtown District

Proposed Bike Route Outside Downtown District

Regional Proposed Shared Use Path/Trail

H-GAC Regional Bikeway Needs

Source: Team Analysis & H-GAC Regional Bicycle Plan
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The mobility characteristics assessed for the Downtown District Improvement Plan expands on 

Existing Recommended 8’ wide sidewalks

Existing Recommended

Sidewalks

To provide a more consistent walkable 
Downtown experience, it is recommended 
that the FDEDC prioritize completing the entire 

foot wide brick paver design standards, and 
implementing six-foot wide standard concrete 

Filling in the gaps of the sidewalk network is a 

Curb Ramps

To provide a safe, walkable, accessible 
Downtown experience, it is recommended that 
the FDEDC improve all curb ramps to allow 
people in wheelchairs, walkers, and people 
pushing strollers, safer access at intersections 

are substandard and prohibits pedestrian 
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Existing Recommended

Existing Recommended

The majority of the signalized intersections in 

cohesive look throughout Downtown, replacing 
the span wire with black powder coated 
mast arms is recommended at the following 
intersections:
Edgewood
Spreading Oaks
Clearview
Castlewood

Shadowbend will need black powder coating 

Crosswalks and Pedestrian Signals

There are faded crosswalks at the signalized 
intersections Downtown, and eventual 
intersection reconstruction could allow for new 

concrete within the standard white crosswalk 

In the interim, repainting the crosswalks with a 
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Recommended Bike Route Signage

Signed Bicycle Routes

There are opportunities to implement signed 

corridors, to access and circulate within 

bikeways map, signed bicycle routes are 
recommended within the district along 

routes outside of the district that connect to 
the district are recommended along Quaker, 

will be required with the City outside the FDEDC 

Travel time runs indicated considerable delay 

Residents also expressed frustration with delay 
at the intersection as well as concerns of 

is recommended the FDEDC request TxDOT 
to study the intersection to improve signal 

Downtown Shared Parking Study

Parking is not usually an issue, but for major 
events and other parking concerns, a shared 
parking study could be performed to facilitate 
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lamp that has been used heavily for roadway lighting since the mid-60’s 
but it can no longer compete with the quality and performance of LED 

several color temperatures (CCT) to choose from, and better color 
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• Lamp Life of HPS vs LED (24,000 hours vs up to 100,000 hours) 

•Low color rendering (HPS rates only 24 for color rendering ability, while     
LED street lights are typically in the 80s—100 is a perfect score), 

• An overly yellow color temperature and poor beam control causes 

overall amount of light in an area increases, which is why we can’t see 



Lighting Recommendation

The district should also enforce what Correlate Color Temperature (CCT) 
range should be allowed in certain areas to keep the consistent lighting 

Unfortunately, existing pedestrian lights have metal halide lamps, an 

addition, the requirement to have 2 lights per property can result in 
uneven spacing, leading to distracting light and dark spots along the 

Because Friendswoodians cherish the old Live Oaks at Friends Church 

will enhance their status as symbols of the community and create a 
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PROJECTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
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Downtown District Improvement Plan

The projects must be within the public realm and contribute to the 

to the District’s streetscape, creating a distinct identity and sense of 

of buildings on private property  to vary within it without detracting 

development and bring people Downtown, creating a vibrant, active 

The design guidelines for the Downtown District currently require 
developers to build brick and concrete sidewalks, plant street trees, and 

been implemented in a piecemeal, inconsistent fashion over time as 

substandard or no sidewalks or pedestrian lighting, creating gaps in a 

improvements will result in a cohesive streetscape that serves the entire 

Improvements within the proposed projects include brick paver 
sidewalks, concrete sidewalks on side streets, pedestrian and roadway 
lighting, street trees, landscaping, branding elements, crosswalks and 
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Projects

The projects are keyed in alphabetical order in a general order of 
priority, but they may be implemented in any order as funding becomes 

inspiring precedent, but improvements may be implemented in layers 

it is possible to construct the sidewalks throughout the District before 
improving the lighting or planting additional street trees rather than 

Branding concepts are an independent project that will apply to the 

conjunction with the Downtown District Improvement Plan and can be 

becoming congested primarily at the Edgewood Drive intersection on 

Note that 30 mph is an appropriate speed for both commuting and 



44

Project A
Heart of the Downtown

heart of downtown throughout our public 

church, cemetery and Live Oaks, the well-

Two new, mixed-use development projects 

Activity Center anchors the area on the north, 
while the Friendswood Independent School 

property has great potential for shared use or 
development, pulling activity into the quieter 

Care must be taken to preserve the existing Live 

Consider setting the brick sidewalk further from 
the curb to preserve roots through obtaining 

Live Oaks will highlight their historical value 
and create a magical nighttime feature for 

Friendswood Drive to create a green ceiling 

The median in front of the library is wide enough 

Larger trees, sculpture or branding elements 

Overhead utility lines should be buried where 

A completed streetscape with an upgraded 
intersection featuring enhanced crosswalks 
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Project A

Brick sidewalks
Lighting
Street
Pedestrian
Historic Live Oaks
Feature

Signed bike route on 
Spreading Oaks
Intersection improvements
Crosswalks

Site amenities
Street furniture
Features

Trees and landscaping

Buried utility lines
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Project B
Gateways/ Intersections
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Project B
Gateways/ Intersections

Branding elements

Intersection improvements
 Crosswalks

 
Buried utility lines
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Project C
Streetscape Enhancements

Connecting the Heart of Downtown with the Gateways through consistent streetscape 

Pines would capture that area with developable properties, welcoming drivers entering from the 

Streetscape enhancements will include brick sidewalks, pedestrian and street lights, street trees 



Brick sidewalks

Lighting
 Street
 Pedestrian

Site amenities
 Street furniture
 Features

Trees and landscaping

Buried utility lines
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Project D
Cycling Routes
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Project E
Intersection Improvments



52

Project F
Activity Center Project

The Activity Center has underutilized land where a structure previously 

programmed for activities and special events would draw visitors into 
the side streets of the District and increase pedestrian and cycling 

Project G
Project Next to Stevenson Park

The area next door to City Hall where the Fire Station previously stood is 

that area is already under study by another organization, however, it is 
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Project H
Street Signs and Stop Signs

Carrying the branding throughout the District by including the logo, 
fonts and colors on street signs and upgrading the stop signs to include 

Project I
Banner Program

Introducing the branding concepts to the District through an upgraded 
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Opportunities

Opportunities are projects that would support the development of the Downtown 
District as an active, engaging area but that cannot be implemented with 
FDEDC funds, either because they are on private property or outside the District 
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Opportunity A
Food Service
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Opportunity B
Shared Facilities

The open space serves as a green counterpart to Stevenson Park and could potentially be programmed with more teen-oriented activities 
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Opportunity C
Shared Parking

lots are typically underutilized except on Sundays, and shared use agreements could be worked out with them for parking at other times if the 
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Opportunity D
Signed Bike Route

Another entity will need to fund and implement a signage program identifying the routes in those 



Opportunity E
Storefront Branding

Engaging the District businesses in promoting 
the District brand will strengthen and reinforce 

adding logos and branding material to active 

Creating unique displays, such as the annual 
scarecrow contest, will draw visitors to the 
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PROBABLE COSTS
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Demo exsiting sidewalk 1814 sy 25.00 $45,350.00

8' Brick Sidewalks: Including 4.5" concrete 
base under pavers and 4" edge along pavers 4,563 lf 133.33 $608,400.00
Curb Ramps 27 ea 2700.00 $72,900.00
Demo existing driveway 466 sy 26.00 $12,107.33
Driveways Paved: 7" concrete 466 sy 70.00 $32,596.67
Driveway: 6" curb 480 lf 15.00 $7,200.00
Intersection Rebuild: Inluding mast arms, ped 
signals, curb ramps, striping 1 ls 250000.00 $250,000.00
Intersection Crosswalks: Stamped Concrete 222 sy 85.00 $18,888.89
Streetscape Lighting 1440 lf 75.00 $108,000.00
Tree Uplighting 14 ea 1000.00 $14,000.00
Median Installation 1 ls 200000.00 $200,000.00
Landscape 1440 lf 80.00 $115,200.00
Irrigation 20160 sf 0.85 $17,136.00
Engineering/Design (15%) $225,266.83
Mobilization for Intersection Rebuild (10%) $26,888.89
Mobilization for Sidewalks Rebuild (3%) $23,356.62
30% Contingency $410,832.87

Project A Sub-Total $2,188,124.10
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Heart of the Downtown - Phase 2 (Project next to Activity Center)

Heart of the Downtown - Phase 2 (Willowick Streetscape)
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Lauren Griffith Associates
CORE Design Studio

BRANDING

Downtown Friendswood



D O W N T O W N  F R I E N D S W O O D  :  B R A N D I N G

Why we are here.
We are here to recommend a brand expression for Downtown Friendswood that reflects 
the existing mission and goals established by the district while addressing feedback and 
analysis from the community. This brand expression will define Downtown Friendswood 
as a unique, cohesive, and lively area that will attract new businesses and enhance the 
downtown experience for the residents of Friendswood. 

We did this by

 :  : Reviewing the district’s existing environment and understanding the community’s 
history and progress. 

 :  : Meeting with stakeholders and the community to get to know the people and 
Friendswood’s legacy.

 :  : Gaining an understanding of the desired future state of Downtown Friendswood.
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What we heard.
“ Downtown Friendswood will be a visually appealing, pedestrian friendly,  

safe, traditional Texas small town that integrates cultural, commercial  
and residential activities that is recognized as the heart of the community.”

Values, Faith, Family, Education, Friends Church, Oak trees, Liberty Oak, Fig industry, 
Small Shops, Restaurants, Stevenson Park, Meeting/Gathering spaces, Curated Public Art, 
Web Presence, Walking and Biking.

TOMORROW

 :  : Active, busy, dynamic, exciting
 :  : Fun opportunities and activities 
 :  : Small town charm, clean, safe
 :  : Local shops, businesses, restaurants, events,  

gathering spaces
 :  : Distinct from neighboring cities

TODAY 

 :  : Friendly, hometown feeling
 :  : Small, bland, and boring
 :  : Close-knit and safe
 :  : No clear downtown entry points
 :  : No cohesive district brand or image
 :  : Not pedestrian-friendly
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What we recommend.
 :  :  A consistent and cohesive brand expression for Downtown Friendswood.
 :  : A signage program that will become the public voice of Downtown Friendswood, 

projecting a positive and vibrant district image to residents, and current and 
future businesses.

 :  : The use of signage, banners, public art, and other visual elements, lets visitors 
know they are in a unique area and promotes a pedestrian-friendly experience.
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The Brand Promise.
Downtown Friendswood is a space for sharing ideas and strengthening relationships. 
Family, friendship, and faith are at the core of Friendswood’s history. These values have 
built and maintained the community and its spirit. The district will foster an environment 
that continues to strengthen those values and build a solid future for generations to come. 

The Brand Personality.
Friendly, Authentic, Small-Town Charm, Timeless, Vibrant



BRANDING

About your new Downtown logo.
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The Visual Identity. 
With the community’s feedback, we developed a visual vocabulary that will 
be the foundation for Downtown Friendswood’s brand. The most significant 
cultural, historical and physical references that inform the brand are derived 
from Friendswood’s origin as a Quaker community, and in the representation 
of the Live Oak tree.
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The circular form of the Downtown Friendswood logo 
pays compliment to the City of Friendswood’s iconic 
seal with the Live Oak tree. The circle is a traditional 
shape of city seals, and with the combination of bright 
colors, a new icon, pattern and typefaces it references 
the past, but moves the district forward.

Where Friends Meet. 

Based on the feedback we received regarding what 
downtown means to your community, Downtown has 
been and always should continue to be a place “where 
friends meet.”



The medallion’s patterned background is comprised of shapes 
derived from the leaf of the Live Oak tree and are arranged in a 
quadrant that forms a traditional, but playful pattern.

The palette is warm, vibrant, and distinct from neighboring 
communities. The primary color orange is a bold statement of 
the district’s rebirth.
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The acorn’s cap is inspired by the grid-based infrastructure of the 
district and represents the numerous intersections, both real and 
virtual, “where friends meet.” 

The acorn of the Live Oak tree represents renewal, growth and 
potential in the district. It is a symbol of things to come.
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Color Palette: Warm and fresh. 
Uplifting. Expresses vibrancy of a 
renewed downtown experience. 

Patterns: Oak leaves, street grids and 
other patterns that refer to the natural  
and built environment, such as the Friends 
Cemetery gateway.

Typefaces: A blend of bold, legible sans serifs 
and a friendly, traditional slab serif reflect an 
active downtown with a nod to tradition.

PLAY friendly
WORK friendly

DINE friendly
FAMILY friendly

 LIVE friendly
BIKE friendly

SHOP friendly
WALK friendly

LIGHT
LIGHT ITALIC
REGULAR
ITALIC
MEDIUM
MEDIUM ITALIC
DEMI
DEMI ITALIC
BOLD
BOLD ITALIC

RIFT 
LIGHT

LIGHT ITALIC
REGULAR
ITALIC

DEMIBOLD

DEMIBOLD ITALIC

BOLD

BOLD ITALIC

Abril Text italic

ERNESTINE PRO

SECONDARY

TERTIARY

PRIMARY WHERE FRIENDS MEET

TYPEFACE TAGLINE

QUOTES

COLOR PALETTE 

PATTERN

Brand voice: A collection of “friendly” 
phrases encapsulates the quality of life one 
can expect in Downtown Friendswood. 
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BRANDING DESIGN

Downtown’s Wayfinding Family.
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Wayfinding. 
A signage system creates a sense of place and visual unity for the district, and 
directs both vehicular and pedestrian traffic into and around downtown.

The forms, materials, and colors are inspired by the purposefulness of the 
Quaker aesthetic blended with a fresh, vibrant attitude that expresses the 
future of the downtown district.  
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Vehicular DirectionalPedestrian Directional Pole-mounted Street IDSuspended Street IDEsplanade GatewayLantern Gateway on Bridge Wall Entry Gateway Pole Accent

High Profile Low Profile
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perry house
museum
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WAY F I N D I N G  : :  G AT E WAY

D O W N T O W N  F R I E N D S W O O D  :  D E S I G N  C O N C E P T

Esplanade GatewayLantern Gateway on Bridge Wall Entry Gateway Pole Accent

High Profile Low Profile
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BRANDING

Downtown’s Placemaking Graphics.
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one more
reason
to visit

there are no 
strangers here;

only friends you 
haven’t yet met. 
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Any Business

Any Business

Any Business

Any Business

Any Business

Any Business

Any Business

Any Business

Any Business

Any Business

Lorem Ipsum
Any Friendswood Business
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, 
sed tincidunt ut laoreet dolore.

Any Friendswood Business
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, 
sed tincidunt ut laoreet dolore.

Any Friendswood Business
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, 
sed tincidunt ut laoreet dolore.

Any Friendswood Business
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, 
sed tincidunt ut laoreet dolore.

Any Friendswood Business
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, 
sed tincidunt ut laoreet dolore.

Any Friendswood Business
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, 
sed tincidunt ut laoreet dolore.

Any Friendswood Business
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, 
sed tincidunt ut laoreet dolore.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 

euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim 

veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper 

suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 

consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 

hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie 

consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 

facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio 

dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum 
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy 

nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi 

enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit 

lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure 

dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore 

eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui 

blandit praesent luptatum.

Lorem Ipsum

William Butler Yeats

There are no strangers here;
only friends you haven’t yet met.
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C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

D O W N T O W N  F R I E N D S W O O D  :  B R A N D I N G  G U I D E L I N E S

Maintaining the integrity of Downtown Friendswood’s 
new brand expression is key to creating a strong and 
lasting identity. Adhering to the following guidelines 
will ensure the brand remains consistent across multiple 
applications and platforms.



D O W N T O W N  F R I E N D S W O O D C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

Visual Identity

Lockups

Mark

Tagline

Language

Color

Pattern

Typography

Wayfinding

Signage

Placemaking

Partners

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

24

26

30

I N D E X : 



D O W N T O W N  F R I E N D S W O O D

4

C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

The circular form of the Downtown Friendswood logo pays 
compliment to the City of Friendswood’s iconic seal with the 
Live Oak tree. The circle is a traditional shape of city seals, and 
with the combination of bright colors, a new icon, pattern and 
typefaces it references the past, but moves the district forward.

The Visual Identity. 
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C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

Variations in lockup are used in multiple applications like signage, 
banners, public art, and other visual elements.

Lockups. 
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C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

The acorn of the Live Oak tree represents renewal, growth and 
potential in the district. It is a symbol of things to come. The 
acorn’s cap is inspired by the grid-based infrastructure of the 
district and represents the numerous intersections, both real 
and virtual, “where friends meet.” 

Mark. 
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C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

WHERE FRIENDS MEETDowntown has been and always should continue to be a place 
“where friends meet.”

Tagline. 
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C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

A collection of “friendly” phrases encapsulates the quality of life 
one can expect in Downtown Friendswood. 

Language. 
PLAY friendly

WORK friendly
DINE friendly

FAMILY friendly
 LIVE friendly
BIKE friendly

SHOP friendly
WALK friendly

Wherever friendly paths intersect 
the whole world looks like home 
for a time. Hermann Hesse

There are no strangers here; only friends 
you haven’t yet met. William Butler Yeats

We are all travelers in the wilderness of 
this world, and the best we can find in our 
travels is an honest friend. Robert Louis Stevenson 

Stick around long enough to become 
someone's best friend. Vera Nazarian

Friend, where were you for so long? Gulzar
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C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

The palette is vibrant, and visually distinct from neighboring 
communities. The brand’s primary color orange presents a warm 
and bold statement of the district’s rebirth while providing contrast 
with the environment making it more visible and affective.

Color. 

CMYK: 3, 79, 100, 0
RGB: 233, 91, 36
PMS: 166
HEX: E95B24  

CMYK: 83, 30, 44, 5
RGB: 28, 134, 139
PMS: 321
HEX: 1C868B 

CMYK: 3, 44, 98, 0
RGB: 242, 157, 32
PMS: 715
HEX: F29D20 

CMYK: 32, 0, 98, 0
RGB: 186, 214, 54
PMS: 583
HEX: BAD636 

CMYK: 48, 71, 86, 66
RGB: 67, 39, 19
PMS: 476
HEX: 432713 

WOODTONE
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C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

The medallion’s patterned background is comprised of oak shapes 
derived from the leaf of the Live Oak tree, arranged in a quadrant 
that forms a traditional, but playful pattern. Oak leaves, street grids 
and other patterns refer to the natural and built environment that is 
Downtown Friendswood, such as the Friends Cemetery gateway.

Pattern. 
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C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

A blend of bold and legible sans serifs, and a friendly, traditional 
serif reflect an active downtown with a nod to tradition.

Typography. LIGHT
LIGHT ITALIC
REGULAR
ITALIC
MEDIUM
MEDIUM ITALIC
DEMI
DEMI ITALIC
BOLD
BOLD ITALIC

RIFT 
LIGHT

LIGHT ITALIC
REGULAR
ITALIC

DEMIBOLD

DEMIBOLD ITALIC

BOLD

BOLD ITALIC

ERNESTINE PRO

SECONDARY TYPEFACEPRIMARY TYPEFACE

Abril Text italic
BRANDON GROTESQUE BLACK

TERTIARY
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C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

A strong wayfinding family creates a sense of place and visual unity 
for the district, and directs both vehicular and pedestrian traffic into 
and around downtown.

The forms, materials, and colors are inspired by the purposefulness 
of the Quaker aesthetic blended with a fresh, vibrant attitude that 
expresses the future of the downtown district. 

Wayfinding. 

CC OC OC OC OC OC OC OC OOC OC OC OOC OOOOC OOCC OCC O R ER ER ER EER ER ER ER ER ER ERR ER EER ER EER EER EEER EE DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD E SE SE SE SE SE SEE SE SE SE SE SE SE SSEE SSE I GI GI GI GI GI GI GI GGGII GGI GGG NNNNNNNNNNNNNNN S TS TS TS TS TS TS TS TS TS TS TSSSSSS U DU DU DU DU DU DU DU DU DU DU DDUU D I OI OI OI OOI OOOI OOI
Esplanade Gateway
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C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

Cit y hall
stevenson Park

perry house
museum
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Cit y hall
stevenson Park

perry house
museum
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F R I E N D S W O O D

Vehicular DirectionalPedestrian Directional Pole-mounted Street IDSuspended Street IDEsplanade GatewayLantern Gateway on Bridge Wall Entry Gateway Pole Accent

High Profile Low Profile

libr ary
church

museum

Cit y hall
stevenson Park

perry house
museum
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C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

Signage. 

3 ft - 10 1/2 in

6 in

4 in
4 1/

8 in

1 ft - 0 5/
8 in

2 1/
2 in

Typical Suspended or Pole-mounted Street Sign

Consistent use of color, typography and mark will visually 
define the Downtown Friendswood District and reinforce 
the brand in its application across multiple sign types. 
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The use of signage, banners, public art, and other visual 
elements, lets visitors know they are in a unique area and 
promotes a pedestrian-friendly experience.

Placemaking.

PL AY
WORK

DINE
FAMILY

LIVE
BIKE

SHOP
WALK

friendlyydndlydendl
KALKK

H
WA

HOPSH
IK

HO
KEBI
V
K
VELIV
LY
V

Y

GULZAR

where 
were 
you
for so 
long? 

W
H

E
R

E
 
F

R
I
E

N
D

S
 
M

E
E

T

PLAY
friendly

fa
mi

ly

friendly

Pole-mounted Banners
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C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

ppppppppppppppppppllllllllllllllllll aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaayyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy
ffffffffffffffrrrrrrriiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnndddddddddddddllllllllllllllyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

dddddddddddddddddddiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
fffffffffffffrrrrrrriiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnndddddddddddddlllllllllllllllyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

ssssssssssssssssshhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhooooooooooooooooppppppppppppppppppppp
fffffffffffffrrrrrrriiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnndddddddddddddllllllllllllllllyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

where
friends

meet

Waste Receptacles + Sidewalk Inserts + Crosswalk Graphics

Precedent Images
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C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

PROUD BUSINESS  PARTNER

WE F R I E N D S W O O D

PROUD BUSINESS  PARTNER

WE F R I E N D S W O O D

PROUD BUSINESS  PARTNER

WE F R I E N D S W O O D

6"

2.5"

Local merchants show support for Downtown Friendswood by 
displaying “Partner” window decals. Large, inviting storefront 
window graphics activate empty or “available” storefronts in 
the downtown district. 

Partners. 

Partner Window Decal
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C O R E  D E S I G N  S T U D I O

one more
reason
to visit

there are no 
strangers here;

only friends you 
haven’t yet met. 

WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS

Storefront Window Graphics



Precedent Downtown Development
Lauren Griffith Associates

West University Place, TX West University Place, TX Bryan, TX Georgetown, TX The Strand, Galveston, TX

League City, TX Houston Heights, TX Austin, TX Frisco, TX Dallas, TX

Froberg’s, Alvin, TX San Marcos, TX La Grange, TX Granbury, TX Fredericksburg, TX



Downtown District Comparisons
Lauren Griffith Associates

Friendswood
9 million sf 

Rosenberg
< 2 million sf

Tomball
6.5 million sf

Rosenberg Tomball

Friendswood



Lauren Griffith Associates

Contemporary Quaker Architecture

Natural materials
Non-hierarchical
Plain (comfortable) vs. minimalist
Places of restfulness/ reflection



Quaker Town Plan - Philadelphia
Lauren Griffith Associates



Public input: places Friendswoodians admire
Lauren Griffith Associates

Architectural fabric at the Strand, Galveston, TX

Four stories



Rosenberg, Texas
Lauren Griffith Associates

Alt. State Route 90

Railroad
ParkingMuseum



Rosenberg, Texas
Lauren Griffith Associates



Tomball, Texas
Lauren Griffith Associates
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Park
City Hall



Tomball, Texas
Lauren Griffith Associates


